Tuesday, May 25, 2021

Jamea Walker
521 Opelousas Street
Donaldsonville, Louisiana 70346

Re: Louisiana Board of Ethics
Docket No. 2021-225 %@%
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The Louisiana Board of Ethics (“Board”), at its June 4, 2021 meeting, gpn_sigﬁ’vrgd%vrour request
for an advisory opinion as to whether the Louisiana Code of Gov@qsh?ggéﬁgéﬁthics (“Code™)
would prohibit you from starting a driving school in Donalds %wﬁl Fouisiana while an
employee of the Louisiana Department of Public Safety andogxgigé“c i@ﬁs (“DoC™).
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FACTS PROVIDED® ° &
& &
You are employed as a Probation/Parole Officer w;{&tl&@‘DQ@ You supervise convicted felons
and assist with their reintegration back inkg,sq@%gfg@@(}@%onduct home visits, curfew checks,
employment verifications, and drug Sk Og@ﬁ %@oﬁ work with the courts and treatment
facilities to find treatment and diffe 5 ram<that will aid in the success of the individual

2
Adﬁ’\g@% school in Donaldsonville, Louisiana.
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La. R.S. 42:1111(C)(1)(a]}4&\0}_1§§i,§§a public servant from receiving any thing of economic
value for any servic.e\o‘t“hg&.l@féct matter of which is devoted substantially to the
responsibilities, progi@mg}‘})geﬁerations of the agency of the public servant and in which the

public servant h@(ﬁa;\&%ig@fg’ed.
N

you are supervising. You intendé ¢
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La. R.S. 42:11»31\@&2\)@{& provides that no public servant and no legal entity in which the
. > Q . . .
public ser@n&é&wlses control or owns an interest in excess of twenty-five percent, shall
X
receive a@@%&l@fg of economic value for or in consideration of services rendered, or to be

rendergd»?’tg% for any person during his public service unless such services are: (d) Neither
& : :
perf; } for nor compensated by any person or from any officer, director, agent, or

e % \Q}‘Pge of such person, if such public servant knows or reasonably should know that such
~perSon has or is seeking to obtain contractual or other business or financial relationships with
the public servant's agency; conducts operations or activities which are regulated by the
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public employee’s agency; or has substantial economic interests which may be substantially
affected by the performance or nonperformance of the public employee’s official duty.

La. R.S. 42:1116 provides that no public servant shall use the authority of his office or
position, directly or indirectly, in a manner intended to compel or coerce any person or other
public servant to provide himself, or other person with anything of economic value.

CONCLUSION

A

2P
The Board concluded, and instructed me to inform you, that based on the facts presen_\@a, the

Code would not prohibit you from starting a driving school. Owning and operatillgﬁ g;R/ing
school would not be prohibited under La. R.S. 42:1111(C)(1)(a) because yo%%@%@not be
“receiving any thing of economic value for any service, the subject matt%cg-o%@'hi\gﬁels devoted
substantially to the responsibilities, programs, or operations of t@s@\ agéngb‘of the public
servant and in which the public servant has participated.” The Cg@.\@%gﬁcﬁrohibit parolees
. . . S QY ﬁl .
and probationers that you supervise from attending you%d?‘lv@go ool. Lastly, avoid
appearing to compel or coerce coworkers, parolees, and p{g&ba@%rﬁ to attend your driving

NS
school. §o -ea&ﬁ;‘
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This advisory opinion is based solely on the f@ts&’;ﬁg@q&&ﬁherein. Changes to the facts as
presented may result in a different appli .é@%fcﬁ?{%e,\ppovisions of the Louisiana Code of
Governmental Ethics. The Board issues‘@ %'Qﬁ%@@bpast conduct or as to laws other than
ﬁﬁg&?l{l&@ Campaign Finance Disclosure Act, the

Lobbyist Disclosure Act, and the c };&@ interest provisions contained in the Louisiana
Gaming Control Law. If you have ang %a%‘ti@}s, please contact me at (800) 842-6630 or (225)
219-5600. > SO
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Sl z)o* Sincerely,
\%% q,o\% (bo% LOUISIANA BOARD OF ETHICS
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L LaToya D. Jordan
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AN For the Board
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